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VIA CERTIFIED MAIL ( N U M B E R 2562 7497 )RETURN RECEIPT R E Q U E S T E D
U R G E N T L E G A L M A T T E R ; PROMPT REPLY R E Q U E S T E D
Texaco Butadiene Company ( T e x a s - U . S . Chemical Company I n t e r n a t i o n a l )
P.O. Box 1404
Houston, TX 77251
Re: Request for Informat i on Pursuant to Sec t i on 104 of CERCLA (42 U . S . C . Sec t ion 9604)

Owners/Operators
Star Lake Canal S u p e r f u n d S i t e
J e f f e r s o n County, Texas

Dear Sir or Madam:
The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently invest igating the releases

or threatened releases of hazardous substances, p o l l u t a n t s , or contaminants at the Star Lake Canal
S u p e r f u n d S i t e (here inaf ter "the Si t e"), in the proximity of Groves, Texas. T h i s l e t ter seeks your
cooperation in providing information and documents relating to the contamination of the S i t e .

T h i s I n f o r m a t i o n Request is not a determination that you (or your company) are
responsible or p o t e n t i a l l y re sponsib le for any response activities required to address the threat
posed by the S i t e . The EPA only sent you this l e t t er as a part of its investigation of the
circumstances related to the S i t e , and does not expect you (or your compziny) to pay for or to
p e r f o r m any Site-re lated activities. S h o u l d the EPA determine that you (or your company) are
responsib le or p o t e n t i a l l y re sponsible for such response activity, you will receive a separate l e t t er
clearly stating that a determination has been made, the basis the EPA has for making the
determination, and the name of the person you should call at the EPA to discuss the situation. If
you have any questions regarding this l e t t er or any other matter, p l ea s e contact the persons
i d e n t i f i e d at the end of this letter.

The EPA is seeking to obtain information concerning the release of hazardous substances,
p o l l u t a n t s , or contaminants that have been released into the S i t e . The EPA plans to study thee f f e c t s of these substances on the environment and public health. In addi t ion, EPA will i d e n t i f y
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activities, materials, and parties that contributed to contamination at the S i t e . The EPA believes
that you may have information which may assist in our investigation of the Site . We encourage
you to give this matter your immediate attention and request that you provide a comple t e and
t r u t h f u l response to each of the questions included in Enclosure A ( I n f o r m a t i o n Request, Star
Lake Canal S u p e r f u n d Site), within thirty (30) calendar days of your receipt of this letter.
Enclosure B l i s t s parties who are also receiving I n f o r m a t i o n Request l e t t e r s concerning the S i t e .
S I T E B A C K G R O U N D

The S i t e , which includes two industrial waste canals, the S t a r Lake Canal and the
J e f f e r s o n Canal 1 , and Molas se s Bayou is located in J e f f e r s o n County, T e x a s , in the cities of Port
Neches and Groves. The S i t e is d e f i n e d as the l ength s of these two industrial canals f rom their
origins to the confluence of the S t a r Lake Canal with the Neche s River. The straight line distance
along the Star Lake Canal f rom its origin east of the intersection of Highway 136 and FM 366 to
its conf luence with the Neche s River is a p p r o x i m a t e l y 16,500 f e e t . The straight line distance
along the J e f f e r s o n Canal f rom its origin on the east side of Hogaboom Road S o u t h of FM 366 to
its confluence with the Star Lake Canal north of the Hurricane Protection Levee is approx imat e ly
4,000 f e e t . The Groves Drainage Ditch extends approx imat e ly 500 f e e t between its origin in a
surface impoundment south of FM 366 to its conf luence with the J e f f e r s o n Canal at FM 366.
Between Sara Jane Road 9 (aka Port Neche s Avenue) and the river, the S t a r Lake Canal crosses
marshes and intersects the Molas se s Bayou in two locations.

The Texa s Natural Resource Conservation Commission co l l e c t ed siediment samples in
1996 and 1998 f rom S t a r Lake Canal, J e f f e r s o n Canal, and Molas s e s Bayou and found elevated
concentrations of chromium, copper , po lynuc l ear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the canal sediments and elevated concentrations of copper,
PAHs, and pe s t i c id e s in the Molas s e s Bayou wetlands. The known area of contaminated
sediments extends more than 2 miles, spanning port ions of the canals and the bayou to within 1/4
of a mile of the convergence with the Neches River.
D E S C R I P T I O N O F L E G A L A U T H O R I T Y

The Federa l Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensat ion, and L i a b i l i t y Act of
1980, ( C E R C L A ) , 42 U . S . C . §§ 9601 et. seq., as amended by the S u p e r f t m d Amendment s and
Reauthorization Act of 1986, gives EPA authority to, among other things: (1) assess
contaminated sites; (2) determine the threats to human health and the environment posed by each
site; and, (3) clean up those sites. The CERCLA also provides EPA with several methods of
obtaining various types of information from a wide range of entities. Sect ion 104(e), enti t led

I T h e Star Lake Canal is also known as the Defense Plant Corporation Canal, the Neches Butane
Outfal l Canal, the Neches Butane Products Company Outfa l l Canal, and the Te>:aco Chemical Out fa l l
Canal. The J e f f e r s o n Canal i s also known as the'Texaco Chemical Company O u t f a l l Canal, the'Jefferson
County Canal, the Star Lake O u t f a l l Canal, and the Texaco Chemical Company Stormwater Canal.



"Information Gathering and Access," grants EPA authority to issue "Information Requests."
I N F O R M A T I O N R E Q U E S T S

Under Sect ion 104(e)(2) of C E R C L A , 42 U . S . C . Sec t i on 9604(e)(2), EPA has broad
information gathering authority which allows it to require persons to furni sh information or
documents relating to:

(A) The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , nature, and quantity of materials which have been or are
generated, treated, stored, or d i spo s ed of at a vessel or f a c i l i t y or
transported to a vessel or f a c i l i t y ; and,

(B) The nature or extent of a release or threatened release of a hazardous
substance or p o l l u t a n t or contaminant at or f r om a vessel or f a c i l i t y .

While EPA seeks your cooperation in this inves t igation, compliance with the I n f o r m a t i o n
Request is required by law. Please note that f a l s e , f i c t i t i o u s , or f raudu l en t statements or
representations may subject you to civil or criminal p ena l t i e s under Federa l law. Although you
may consider some of the information EPA is requesting to be c o n f i d e n t i a l , p l ea se be aware that
you may not withhold the information upon that basis. If you wish EPA to treat the informat ion
c o n f i d e n t i a l l y , you must advise EPA of that fac t by f o l l o w i n g the procedures outlined in
Enclosure A, including the requirement for s u p p o r t i n g your claim for c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y . If you have
information about other partie s who may have informat ion which may assist: EPA in its
investigation of the S i t e or may be r e spons i b l e for the contamination at the S i t e , that information
should be submitted along with this I n f o r m a t i o n Request.

Your response to the questions included in Enclosure A, inc luding any "technical"
questions regarding the scope of the I n f o r m a t i o n Request or questions you may have about the
S i t e , should be directed to:

Mr. Rafael A. Casanova, Remedial Projec t Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
S u p e r f u n d Division ( 6 S F - A P )
1445 Rjo s s Avenue, S u i t e 1200

Dallas, TX 75202-2733
T e l e p h o n e : (214) 665-7437
Facs imi le: (214)665-6660
E-Mail I casanova.rafael@epa.gov



S p e c i f i c "legal" questions concerning this I n f o r m a t i o n Request or the Site should be
directed to:

Mr. Edwin Quinones, Attorney
U.S. Environmental Protect ion Agency, Region 6
O f f i c e o f Regional Counsel ( 6 R C - S )
1445 Ross Avenue, S u i t e 1200
Dallas, TX 75202-2733
T e l e p h o n e : (214) 665-8035
Facs imi l e : (214) 665-6460
E-Mail: quinones.edwin@epa.gov

C O N C L U S I O N
As explained above, this I n f o r m a t i o n Request is not a determination of r e spon s i b i l i ty or

potential r e spons ib i l i ty and does not require you to do anything other than to fully and t r u t h f u l l y
provide the requested information. If you believe you have received this I n f o r m a t i o n Request in
error, please contact Mr. Rafael A. Casanova, by t e l ephone , immediate ly, at the number provided
above.

We encourage you to give this matter your immediate attention and request that you
provide a comple t e and t r u t h f u l response to each of the questions included in Enclosure A within
thirty (30) calendar days of your receipt of this l e t t er. Please contact Mr. Edwin Quinones if you
need addit ional time to prepare a response. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in
responding to this I n f o r m a t i o n Request. We are looking forward to working c lo s e ly with you in
the future .

Sincer e ly yours,

Myron O. Knudson, P.E.
Director
S u p e r f u n d Division

Enclosures (2)
cc: Ms. Leigh Ing, [ D e p u t y Director (w/o enclosures)

Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission



E N C L O S U R E A
I N F O R M A T I O N R E Q U E S T

S T A R L A K E S U P E R F U N D S I T E
J E F F E R S O N C O U N T Y , T E X A S

T h i s I n f o r m a t i o n Request asks that you prov ide certain in format ion regarding the S t a r
Lake S u p e r f u n d Sit e (here ina f t er "the S i t e " ) in J e f f e r s o n County, Texas . The U.S. Environmental
Protect ion Agency (EPA, Region 6) is currently seeking information re la t ing to the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,
nature, and quantity of materials which have been released into the S i t e , and the nature or extent
of the release or threatened release of hazardous substances or p o l l u t a n t s or contaminants into the
Site .

Compl ianc e with this I n f o r m a t i o n Request is mandatory and required by F e d e r a l law.
F a i l u r e to respond f u l l y and t r u t h f u l l y to the I n f o r m a t i o n Request within thirty (30") calendar days
of receipt may result in the in i t ia t ion of enforcement action by EPA pursuant to Sub s e c t i on 104(e)
of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensa t i on , and L i a b i l i t y Act of 1980, as
amended by the S u p e r f u n d Amendment s and Reauthorization Act of 1986 ( C E R C L A ) , 42 U . S . C .
§ 9604(e). The CERCLA permits EPA to seek the impo s i t i on of p e n a l t i e s of up to twenty-seven
thousand, f i v e hundred d o l l a r s ($27,500) for each day of continued non-cornpliance. F u r n i s h i n g
f a l s e , f i c t i t i o u s or f r a u d u l e n t s tatements or repre s enta t ions may subject you to criminal p ena l t i e s
under 18 U . S . C . § 1001. S h o u l d you f i n d that any por t i on of your submission is incorrect or
f a l s e , you should n o t i f y EPA as soon as po s s i b l e . T h i s I n f o r m a t i o n Request: is not subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, 44 U . S . C . §§ 3501, et seq.

F o l l o w i n g are the "instructions" that you should adhere to in r e sponding to this
I n f o r m a t i o n Request, the "def init ions" that a p p l y to the words as they appear in this I n f o r m a t i o n
Request, and the "Questions" that you should provide a response for as part of this I n f o r m a t i o n
Request. Unles s otherwise ind i ca t ed , the time period covered by this request is 1940 to the
present.

I N S T R U C T I O N S
F o l l o w i n g are the instructions you should adhere to in r e sponding to this I n f o r m a t i o n

Request. Please refer to the d e f i n i t i o n s for the words as they appear in this I n f o r m a t i o n Request.
1. Identify the per son(s) answering the Questions on behal f of the Respondent and each

per son(s) that you relied on or consulted in the pr epara t i on of the answer.
2. A separate narrative response must be made to each and every Question, and S u b p a r t ( s )

of each Question, set f o r t h in this I n f o r m a t i o n Request.
3. Precede each narrative response with the number of the Question (or Subpart[s]) and the

Question (or S u b p a r t [ s ] ) to which it corresponds.



4. For each and every Question contained herein, i d e n t i f y each of the documents consu l t ed ,
examined, or referred to in the prepara t i on of the answer or that contained in format i on
responsive to the Question and provide true and accurate copie s of each of these
documents. Organize the document copie s according to the corre sponding Question. For
each document produced in your response to this I n f o r m a t i o n Request, indicate on the
document, or in some other reasonable manner, the number of the Question (or
S u b p a r t [ s ] ) to which the document corresponds.

5. For each question contained in this I n f o r m a t i o n Request, if in f ormat i on or documents
responsive to this I n f o r m a t i o n Request are not in your pos s e s s ion, c u s t o d y , or control,
pl ea s e i d e n t i f y the p e r s o n ( s ) f r om whom such in f ormat i on or documents may be obtained.

6. Identify any person you think may be able to provide a more d e t a i l e d or c o m p l e t e
response to any Question contained herein, along with the a d d i t i o n a l in format ion or
documents that you think they may have.

7. If information or documents not known or not available to you as of the date of
submission of a response to th i s I n f o r m a t i o n Request should la t er become known or
available to you, you must s u p p l e m e n t your response to EPA. Moreover, should you f i n d ,
at any time, a f t e r submission of your response, that any port ion of the submitted
information is f a l s e or misrepresents the truth, or, a l though correct when made, is no
longer true, you must n o t i f y EPA of this fa c t as soon as po s s i b l e and provide a corrected
response.

8. Provide responses to the best of your ab i l i ty , even if the informat ion sought was never
written or if the written documents are no longer available. You should seek out
responsive information f rom current and former employe e s /ag en t s . Submis s ion of cursory
responses when other responsive information is available to you will be considered non-
compliance with this I n f o r m a t i o n Request.

9. The information requested herein must be provided even though you may contend that it
inc lude s c o n f i d e n t i a l in format ion or trade secrets. You may assert a c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y claim
covering part or all pf the informat ion requested, pursuant to S e c t i o n 104(e)(7)(E) and (F)
o f CERCLA, j l2 U . S . C . Sec t i on 9604(e)(7)(E) and (F).

IIIf you make aiclaim of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y for any of the information you submit to EPA, you
must prove that claim. For each document or response you claim c o n f i d e n t i a l , you must
s eparate ly address the f o l l o w i n g po in t s :

a. The port ions of the in format ion al l eged to be en t i t l ed to c o n f i d e n t i a l
! treatment;



10.

b. The period of time for which c o n f i d e n t i a l treatment is desired (e.g., until a
certain date , until the occurrence of a s p e c i f i c event, or permanent ly);

c. Measures taken by you to guard against the undesired d i s c l o sure of the
in format ion to others;

d. The extent to which the in format ion has been d i s c l o s ed to others, and the
precautions taken in connection therewith;

e. Pertinent c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y determinations, if any, by EPA or other F e d e r a l
agencies, and a copy of any such determinations or re ference to them, if
available; and

f. Whether you assert that di sc lo sure of the in format ion would l i k e l y result in
s u b s t a n t i a l l y harmful e f f e c t s on your business' compet i t ive po s i t i on , and if
so, what those harmful e f f e c t s would be, why they should be viewed as
subs tant ial , and an exp lana t i on of the causal r e l a t i on sh ip between
disc losure and such harmful e f f e c t s .

To make a c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y claim, p l ea s e s tamp or type , the word "conf ident ia l" on all
c o n f i d e n t i a l responses and any related c o n f i d e n t i a l documents. C o n f i d e n t i a l port ions of
otherwise non-conf ident ia l documents, should be clearly i d e n t i f i e d . You should indicate a
date, if any, a f t e r which the in f ormat i on need no longer be treated as c o n f i d e n t i a l . Plea s e
submit your response so that all non-conf ident ia l informat ion, inc luding any redacted
versions of documents are in one envelope and all materials for which you desire
c o n f i d e n t i a l treatment are in another envelope.
All c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y claims are sub j e c t to EPA ver i f i ca t ion. It is important that you
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y show that you have taken reasonable measures to protect the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y
of the in format ion and that you intend to continue to do so and that it is not and has not
been obtainable by l e g i t i m a t e means without your consent. I n f o r m a t i o n covered by such a
claim will be d i s c lo s ed by EPA only to the extent permitted by CEP.CLA Sec t i on 104(e).
If no such claim accompanies the informat ion when it is received by EPA, then it may be
made available to the p u b l i c without f u r t h e r notice to you.
I n f o r m a t i o n which you submit in response to this I n f o r m a t i o n Request may be d i s c lo s ed
by EPA to authorized repre sentat ive s of the United S t a t e s , pursuant to 40 CFR 2.310(h),
even if you assert that all or part of the in format ion is c o n f i d e n t i a l business information.
Please be advised that EPA intends to d i s c l o s e all responses to this I n f o r m a t i o n Request to
one or more of its private contractors for the purpo s e of organizing and/or analyzing the



information contained in the responses to this Informat ion Request. If you are submitting
information which you assert is e n t i t l e d to treatment as c o n f i d e n t i a l business in format ion,
you may comment on this intended d i s c lo sure within f our t e en ( 1 4 ) calendar days of
receiving this I n f o r m a t i o n Request.

11. The d i s c lo sure of personnel and medical f i l e s , etc., which the general publ i c may consti tute
as invasion of privacy, should be segregated f r om your responses, inc luded on a separate
shee t(s), and marked as "Personal Privacy Informat i on ."

12. If you have ob j e c t i on s to some or all of the questions included with this I n f o r m a t i o n
Request, you are s t i l l required to respond to each of the questions.

D E F I N I T I O N S
The f o l l o w i n g d e f i n i t i o n s shall a p p l y to the f o l l o w i n g words as they appear herein. All

terms not d e f i n e d herein shall have their ordinary meaning, unless such terms are d e f i n e d in
CERCLA or the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), in which case the s ta tu tory
or regulatory d e f i n i t i o n s shall a p p l y . W o r d s in the masculine shall be construed in the feminine,
and vice versa, and words in the singular shall be construed in the p l u r a l , and vice versa, where
a p p r o p r i a t e in the context of a part icular Question or Questions as necessary to bring within the
scope of this I n f o r m a t i o n Request any informat ion which might otherwise be construed to be
outs ide its scope.
1. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed either d i s j u n c t i v e l y or conjunc t ive ly as

necessary to bring within the scope of this I n f o r m a t i o n Request any informat ion which
might otherwise be construed to be out s ide its scope.

2. The term "any" (e.g., as in "any documents"), shall mean "any and all."
3. The term "arrangement" shall mean every separate contract or other agreement between

two or more persons, whether written or oral.
4. The term "asset" shall inc lude the f o l l o w i n g : real estate, b u i l d i n g s or other improvements

to real estate, equipment, vehicles, furniture, inventory, s u p p l i e s , customer l i s t s , accounts
receivable, interest in insurance po l i c i e s , interests in par tner sh ip s , corporations and
unincorporated companies, securities, p a t e n t s , stocks, bonds, and other tangib l e as well as
intangible proper ty .

5. The term "document(s)" shall mean any object that records, stores, or presents
information, and inc lude s writings of any kind, formal or in f ormal , v /he ther or not who l ly
or p a r t i a l l y in handwriting, inc lud ing by way of i l l u s t r a t i o n and not by way of l imi tat ion,
any invoice, mani f e s t , b i l l of l a d i n g , r e c e ip t , endorsement, check, bank d r a f t , canceled
check, depo s i t s l i p , withdrawal s l i p , order, correspondence, record book, minutes,



memorandum of t e l ephone and other conversations inc lud ing mee t ings/agreement s and the
like, diary, calendar, desk p a d , scrapbook, notebook, bu l l e t in , circular, form, p a m p h l e t ,
statement, j ournal , po s t card , l e t t e r , telegram, t e l ex , t e l e c opy, t e l e f a x , report , notice,
message, analysis, comparison, graph, chart, map, i n t e r o f f i c e or i n t r a o f f i c e
communications, pho t o s ta t or other copy of any documents, m i c r o f i l m or other f i l m
record, p h o t o g r a p h , sound recording on any t y p e of device, punch card, disc pack, tape or
other type of memory genera l ly associated with computers and data process ing ( i n c l u d i n g
pr in tou t s and the programming instruct ions and other written material necessary to use
such punch card, disc, or disc pack, tape or other type of memory), every copy of each
document which is not an exact d u p l i c a t e of a document which is p roduc ed , every copy of
each document which has any writing on it ( i n c l u d i n g f i g u r e s , nota.ti.ons, annotations, or
the l ike), d r a f t s of documents, attachments to or enclosures with any document, and every
document referred to in any other document.

6. The term "Facili ty" or "Faci l i t i e s" shall mean industries operating In the vicinity of the
S t a r Lake S u p e r f u n d S i t e . The term shall inc lude, but is not l imited to, the Tank Farm
(located at the northeast corner of Highway 136 and FM 366), Rectangular Ponds
(located south of the Tank Farm and south of FM 366), Nine Above-Ground S t o r a g e
Tanks (located north of FM 366 between Pine Stre e t and Orchard Avenue and less than
500 f e e t east of the T a n k Farm), S o l i d Was t e Landfill (located northeast of the
intersection of FM 366 and Orchard Avenue), Was t e Water Treatment Plant (located at
the southwest corner of Highway 136 and FM 366), Petrochemical Plant (located at the
southwest corner of the intersection of FM 366 and Hogaboom Road), Chemical Plant
(located at the southeast corner of Hogaboom Road and FM 366), and Indus tr ia l Gas
Plant (located northeast of the corner of Hogaboom Road and W i l s o n Avenue).

7. The term "hazardous material" shall mean any hazardous substances, p o l l u t a n t s or
contaminants, and hazardous wastes, as d e f i n e d below.

8. The term "hazardous substance" shall have the same d e f i n i t i o n as that contained in
Subse c t i on 1 0 1 ( 1 4 ) of CERCLA, 42 U . S . C . § 9601(14), and inc lude s any mixtures of
such hazardous substances with any other substances.

9. The term "hazardous waste" shall have the same d e f i n i t i o n as that contained in
Subsec t ion 1004(5) o f R C R A , 42 U . S . C . § 6903(5), and 40 CFRPairt 261.

10. The term " i d e n t i f y " shall mean, with respect to a natural person, to set f o r t h the person's
name, present or last known business, present or last known job ( inc lud ing job t i t l e and
po s i t i on), and personal addres se s and t e l e p h o n e numbers.

11. The term " i d e n t i f y " shall mean, with respect to a corporation, par tner sh ip , business trust
or other association or business enti ty ( i n c l u d i n g , but not l imited to, a sole p r o p r i e t o r s h i p ) ,
to set f o r t h its full name, address, and legal form (e.g. corporation [ i n c l u d i n g state of



incorporat ion], par tner sh ip , etc.), organization, if any, a brief d e s c r i p t i o n of its business,
and to indicate whether or not it is still in existence and, if it is no l onger in existence, to
exp la in how its existence was terminated and to indicate the date on which it ceased to
exist.

12. The term " i d e n t i f y " shall mean, with respect to a document, to prov ide the type of
document. T h i s in format ion inc lude s the d o c u m e n t ' s customary business de s cr ip t i on, i t s
date, its number (e.g., invoice or purchase order number), if any, subject matter, the
i d en t i ty of the author ( i n c l u d i n g the addres ser and the addressee and/or rec ipient), and the
present location of such document.

13. The term "ident i fy" shall mean, with respect to a piece of real proper ty or property
interest, to provide the legal d e s c r ip t i on which appear s in the county p r o p e r t y records
o f f i c e , or in the equivalent o f f i c e which records real p r o p e r t y transactions for the area
which inc lude s the real p r o p e r t y in question.

14. The term "material(s)" shall mean any and all o b j e c t s , goods , substances, or matter of
any kind inc lud ing , but not l imi t ed to, wastes.

15. The term "operator" shall mean those persons who once owned or operated the f a c i l i t y
f r om which hazardous substances were released into the S i t e . .

16. The term "owner" shall mean those persons who owned the f a c i l i t y f rom which hazardous
substances were released into the Site.

17. The term "person" shall have the same d e f i n i t i o n as in Sub s e c t i on 1 0 1 ( 2 1 ) of CERCLA,
42 U . S . C . § 9 6 0 1 ( 2 1 ) , and s h a l l i n c l u d e any individual , f i rm, unincorporated association,
par tner sh ip , corporation, trust, consortium, j o i n t venture, commerciiil entity, United S t a t e s
government, S t a t e and p o l i t i c a l subdivision of a S t a t e , munic ipa l i ty , commission, any
inter s ta te body, or other entity.

18. The terms " p o l l u t a n t " or "contaminant," shall have the same d e f i n i t i o n as that
contained in Sub s e c t i on 1 0 1 ( 3 3 ) of C E R C L A , 42 U . S . C . § 9 6 0 1 ( 3 3 ) , and includes|any
mixtures of such p o l l u t a n t s and contaminants with any other substances. The term shall
include, but not be l imited to, any element, substance, compound, or mixture. The term
shall also include disease-causing agents which a f t e r release into the environment will or
may reasonably be ant i c ipat ed to cause death, disease, behavioral abnormalit ie s , cancer,
genetic mutation, phy s i o l og i ca l m a l f u n c t i o n s ( i n c l u d i n g ma l func t i on in r eproduc t i on), or
physical d e f ormat i on s .

19. The term "proper ty interest" shall mean any interest in p r o p e r t y inc lud ing , but not
limited to, any ownership interest , an easement, a d e ed , a lease, a mining claim, any
interest in the rental of p r o p e r t y , any interest in a corporation that owns or rents or owned



or rented property, and any interest as either the trustee or beneficiziry of a trust that owns
or rents, or owned or rented proper ty .

20. The term "real estate" shall mean and include, but not be l imited to, the f o l l o w i n g : land,
bu i ld ing s , homes, d w e l l i n g p la c e s , condominiums, cooperative apartment s , o f f i c e s or
commercial b u i l d i n g s . The term inc lude s real estate located out s ide of the United S t a t e s .

21. The term "release" has the same d e f i n i t i o n as that contained in S u b s e c t i o n 1 0 1 ( 2 2 ) of
C E R C L A , 42 U . S . C . § 9601(22), and inc lude s any s p i l l i n g , leaking, p u m p i n g , pouring, emi t t ing,
emptying, di s charging, i n j e c t i n g , e s caping, leaching, d u m p i n g , or d i s p o s i n g into the
environment.

22. The term "Site" shall mean and include the S t a r Lake S u p e r f u n d Site, which inc lude s the S t a r
Lake Canal, J e f f e r s o n Canal 2 , and Molas s e s Bayou-

23. The term "solid waste" shall have the same d e f i n i t i o n as that contained in Subs e c t i on 1004(27)
of RCRA, 42 U . S . C . § 6903(27), and 40 CFR Part 261.

24. The terms "transaction" or "transact" shall mean any sale, t rans f er , giving, delivery, change in
ownership, or change in possession.

25. The terms "you" or "Respondent" shall mean the addressee of th i s ; Request; i n c l u d i n g , the
a d d r e s s e e ' s o f f i c e r s , managers, employees , contractors, trustees, partners, successors, assigns,
and agents.

Q U E S T I O N S
A. F o l l o w i n g are the Questions regarding ownership and operat ion of the F a c i l i t y you operated in

J e f f e r s o n County, Texas . Please r e f e r to the d e f i n i t i o n s for the words as they appear in this
I n f o r m a t i o n Request.

1. Identify all parent corporations and all subsidiaries of the Respondent .
2. Identify all the prior owners and operators of the F a c i l i t y , if known to you. For each prior

owner or operator include the f o l l o w i n g in format ion:
a. The dates of ownership and/or operat ion;

2 The Star Lake Canal is also known as the Defense Plant Corporation Canal, the Neches Butane
O u t f a l l Canal, the Neches Butane Products Company O u t f a l l Canal, and the Texa<x) Chemical Out fa l l
Canal. The J e f f e r s o n Canal is also known as the Texaco Chemical Company O u t f a l l Canal, the J e f f e r s o n
County Canal, the Star Lake O u t f a l l Canal, and the Texaco Chemical Company Stormwater Canal.



b. The nature of their ownership or operat ion of the Facility; and
c. All evidence that a hazardous substance was released f rom the F a c i l i t y into the S i t e

during the period that they owned or operated the F a c i l i t y .
3. Provide any and all documents re lat ing to the acquisi t ion and merger of T e x a s - U . S . Chemical

Company and Texaco Butadiene Company, Texaco Butadiene Company and Huntsman
Petrochemical Company, and Hunt sman Petrochemical Company and Hunt sman Corporat ion.

4. Provide the f o l l o w i n g in format ion about the F a c i l i t y during the time the Respondent
owned/opera t ed the F a c i l i t y . T h i s in format ion shall inc lude, but not be l imi t ed to, the f o l l o w i n g :
a. Groundwater we l l s , i n c l u d i n g d r i l l i n g l og s ;
b. Location of all o u t f a l l s , active and inactive; in c lud ing coordinates and date s of use;
c. Past and present storm water drainage systems ( i n c l u d i n g subsurface d i s p o s a l f i e l d s , and

other underground structures). A l s o inc lude where, when, and how such systems were
e m p t i e d ;

d. Past and current maps, p h o t o g r a p h s , and drawings of the F a c i l i t y in your pos se s s ion that
show the historical d ev e l opmen t , growth, or change of the F a c i l i t y f r om its in c ep t i on up
to its current state. T h i s in format ion shal l in c lude past and current aerial p h o t o g r a p h s of
the F a c i l i t y or par t s of the F a c i l i t y for thi s purpose .

5. Identify all past and present so l id waste management units which have had releases or hydraulic
connections (e.g., waste p i l e s , landfills, surface impoundments , waste lagoons, waste p o n d s or
p i t s , tanks, container storage areas, etc.) on or about the F a c i l i t y to the S i t e during the time the
Respondent owned/opera t ed the F a c i l i t y . T h i s in format ion shall in c lude , but not be l imited to,
the f o l l o w i n g :
a. A map showing the boundaries and locat ions of all known active/inactive sol id waste

management units whether they are currently in operation, not in operat ion, open to the
atmosphere, b a c k f i l l e d , or buried. T h i s map should be drawn to scale, if p o s s i b l e , and
shall c learly indicate the exact locat ion of each unit with respect to the major f ea ture s of
the F a c i l i t y ;

b. The type s of units, i n c l u d i n g their sizes ( inc lud ing vertical and horizontal dimensions)
and capaci t i e s ( i n c l u d i n g g a l l o n s , barrels, cubic and square f e e t ) ;

c. The dates that the units were in use;



d. The purpo s e and the current /pas t usage (e.g., d i s p o s a l , s torage, or s p i l l containment,
etc.) of the units;

e. The quantity and type s of materials (e.g., hazardous substances and any other chemicals)
located in each unit;

f. The construction (e.g., materials and compos i t i on, liners, leak de t e c t ion systems, etc.),
date s of cleaning, and the condit ion of each unit;

g. If a unit is no longer in use, how each unit was closed and what actions were taken to
prevent or addre s s po t en t ia l or actual releases of waste cons t i tuent s f r o m the unit; and

h. Corrective actions ini t iated vo lun tar i ly or required by F e d e r a l , S t a t e or local laws or
regulations.

6. Identify all leaks, s p i l l s , or releases of any hazardous substances f r om the Facility into the Site
during the time the Respondent owned, opera t ed , or leased the F a c i l i t y or a por t ion th e r e o f . .
T h i s in format ion shall inc lude , but not be l imi t ed to, the f o l l o w i n g :
a. When and where such releases occurred (e.g., f r om the sur face impoundment s). T h i s

information shall include d e t a i l e d maps, drawings, and aerial p h o t o g r a p h s of the exact
locat ions of these releases;

b. How the releases occurred (e.g., when the substances were being s tored, del ivered by a
vendor, transported or transferred [to or f rom any tanks, drums, barrels, or recovery
un i t s] , or t r e a t e d ) ;

c. The type s (e.g., i d e n t i f y chemically [ e . g . , by trade name and compound] and p h y s i c a l l y
[e.g., gas, l i qu id , or solid]) and the amounts of each hazardous substance so re leased;

d. Any and all ac t ivi t i e s undertaken in response to each such release, inc luding the
n o t i f i c a t i o n of any agencies or governmental units about the release;

e. Any and all inve s t igat ions of the circumstances, nature, extent, or locat ion of each
release i n c l u d i n g , the re su l t s of any ground water, surface water, soi l , or air t e s t ing
undertaken;

f. All persons with in format ion relat ing to these releases; and
g. C o p i e s of any report s (e.g., Discharge Monitoring Reports [DMR violat ions of BOD,

TSS, etc., that do not concern a hazardous substance are not reques ted), l e t t er s , written
n o t i f i c a t i o n s , memorandums or any writings documenting such release.



7. Provide copies of all F e d e r a l , s tate, and local environmental permits ever granted for the Facility
and the act ivi t ie s at the F a c i l i t y or any part of the F a c i l i t y (e.g., RCPA and National P o l l u t a n t
Discharge and Elimination S y s t e m , d r e d g i n g permit s , e tc .) during the time the Respondent
owned, operated or leased the Facility or a por t i on thereo f .

8. Provide copies of all past and current report s or in f ormat i on related to ground water or surface
water contamination which may impact or have impacted the waters of the S t a r Lake and
J e f f e r s o n Canals , Groves Drainage Ditch, and Molas s e s Bayou, i n c l u d i n g each surface water
b o d y ' s sediments.

9. Has Respondent p er f ormed any s a m p l i n g of the sediments mentioned in Question 8? If so, and
the result s were submitted to the T e x a s Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC)
or EPA, p l ea s e i d e n t i f y the s a m p l i n g re sul t s documents so they can be retrieved and reviewed
by EPA. If the resul t s were not submitted to TNRCC or EPA, p l ea s e provide them to EPA.

10. Is the Respondent or its c o n s u l t a n t ( s ) planning to p e r f o r m inve s t igat ions of the ground water,
surface water, or soil on or about the F a c i l i t y ? If so, provide the f o l l o w i n g information:
a. What the nature and scope of these inve s t igat ions will be,
b. The contractors or other persons that will undertake these inve s t igat ions ,
c. The purpos e of the inve s t igat ions ,
d. The dates when such inve s t igat ions will take p lace and be c o m p l e t e d , and
e. Where on the F a c i l i t y such inve s t igat ions will take place.

11. If any of the documents so l i c i t ed in this information request are no longer available, p l ea s e
indicate the reason why they are no longer available. If the records were de s troyed, provide us
with the f o l l o w i n g in format ion:
a. The document retention p o l i c y between the time you owned/ operated the Facility;
b. A de s c r ip t i on of how the records were destroyed (burned, trashed, etc.) and the

approx imat e date of d e s t ruc t i on;
c. A de s c r ip t i on of the type of in format ion that would have been contained in the

documents;
I i id. The name, job t i t l e , and most current addre s s known by you of the per son(s) who would

have produced these documents, the p er s on(s) who would have been responsib le for the
retention of these documents; the p e r s o n ( s ) who would have been re spons ib l e for the
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des truct ion of these documents; and the p e r s o n ( s ) who had and/or still may have the
originals or copies of these documents; and

e. The name and most current addres s of any per s on(s) who may pos s e s s documents
relevant to this inquiry.

B. F o l l o w i n g are the Questions regarding ownership and operation of the S t a r Lake Canal and/or
J e f f e r s o n Canal. Please re f er to the d e f i n i t i o n s for the words as they appear in this I n f o r m a t i o n
Request.

1. Identify all the prior owners and operators of the S t a r Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal, if
known to you. For each prior owner or operator include the f o l l o w i n g information:
a. The date s of ownership and/or operat ion;
b. The nature of their ownership or operat ion of the canals; and
c. All evidence that a hazardous substance was released into the canals during the period

that they owned or operated the canals.
2. Provide the f o l l o w i n g in format ion about the Star Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal during the

time the Respondent owned/op era t ed the S t a r Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal. T h i s
information shall inc lude , but not be l imited to, the f o l l o w i n g :
a. Locat ions of all o u t f a l l s , active and inactive; i n c l u d i n g coordinates and dates of use; and
b. Past and current maps, p h o t o g r a p h s , and drawings of the S t a r Lake Canal and/or

J e f f e r s o n Canal in your possession. T h i s in format ion shall inc lude past and current aerial
p h o t o g r a p h s of the canals.

3. I d e n t i f y all past and present so l id waste management units which have had releases or hydraul i c
connections (e.g., waste p i l e s , landfills, surface impoundments , waste lagoons, waste ponds or
p i t s , tanks, container storage areas, etc.) on or about the S t a r Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal
during the time the Respondent owned/opera t ed the Star Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal.
T h i s information shall include, but not be l imited to, the f o l l o w i n g :
a. A map showing the boundaries and lo ca t ions of all known active/inactive solid waste

management units whether they are currently in operat ion, not in operation, open to the
atmosphere, b a c k f i l l e d , or buried. T h i s map should be drawn to scale, if p o s s i b l e , and
shall c l early indicate the exact lo ca t ion of each unit with respect to the major f ea ture s of
the S t a r Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal;
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b. The types of units, including their sizes (including vertical and horizontal dimensions)
and capaci t i e s ( inc lud ing ga l l on s , barrels, cubic and square f e e t ) ;

c. The date s that the units were in use;
d. The purpo s e and the curren t /pa s t usage (e.g., d i s p o s a l , s torage, or s p i l l containment,

etc.) of the units;
e. The quantity and type s of materials (e.g., hazardous substances and any other chemicals)

located in each unit;
f. The construction (e.g., materials and composition, liners, leak detection systems, etc.),

dates of cleaning, and the condi t ion of each unit;
g. If a unit is no longer in use, how each unit was closed and what actions were taken to

prevent or addre s s po t en t ia l or actual releases of waste const i tuents f r om the unit; and
h. Corrective actions init iated vo luntar i ly or required by F e d e r a l , S t a t e or local laws or

regulations.
4. I d e n t i f y all leaks, s p i l l s , or releases of any hazardous substances into the S t a r Lake Canal and/or

J e f f e r s o n Canal during the time the Respondent owned, opera t ed , or leased the S t a r Lake Canal
and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal or any port ion thereo f . T h i s information shall include, but not be l imited
to, the f o l l o w i n g :
a. When and where such releases occurred (e.g., f r om the surface impoundment s). T h i s

in format ion shall include d e t a i l e d maps, drawings, and aerial p h o t o g r a p h s of the exact
l o ca t ions of these releases;

b. How the releases occurred (e.g., when the substances were being stored, delivered by a
vendor, transported or trans f erred [to or f r om any tanks, drums, barrels, or recovery
u n i t s ] , or t r ea t ed);

c. The type s (e.g., i d e n t i f y chemical ly [e.g. , by trade name and compound] and p h y s i c a l l y
[e.g. , gas, l i qu id , or s o l i d ] ) and the amounts of each hazardous substance so released;

d. Any and all activities undertaken in response to each such release, inc lud ing the
n o t i f i c a t i o n of any agencies or governmental units about the release;

e. Any and all inves t igat ions of the circumstances, nature, extent, or location of each
release inc luding, the re sul t s of any ground water, surface water, or soil t e s t ing
undertaken;
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f. All persons with informat ion relat ing to these releases; and
g. C o p i e s of any repor t s (e.g., Discharge Monitoring Report s [DMR violat ions of BOD,

TSS, etc., that do not concern a hazardous substance are not reques ted), l e t t e r s , written
n o t i f i c a t i o n s , memorandums or any writings documenting such release.

5. Provide copies of all F e d e r a l , s tate, and local environmental permits ever granted for the Star
Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal and the act ivi t ie s at the Star Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n
Canal or any por t ion thereof (e.g., RCRA and N a t i o n a l Pol lu tant Discharge and Elimination
S y s t e m , etc.) during the time the Respondent owned, operated or leased the S t a r Lake Canal
and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal or a por t ion thereo f .

6. Provide copies of all F e d e r a l , S t a t e , and local d r e d g i n g permit a p p l i c a t i o n s , dredg ing permit
a p p l i c a t i o n sampl ing re su l t s , and dr edg ing permits ever granted for the S t a r Lake Canal and/or
J e f f e r s o n Canal or an por t ion thereof during the time the Respondent owned, operated , or
leased S t a r Lake Canal and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal or a por t ion thereo f .

7. Provide copie s of all past and current reports or in format i on related to ground water or surface
water contamination which may impact or have impacted the waters of the S t a r Lake and
J e f f e r s o n Canals , Groves Drainage Ditch, and Mola s s e s Bayou, including each surface water
b o d y ' s sediments.

8. Has Respondent p er f ormed any s a m p l i n g of the sediments mentioned in Question 7? If so, and
the resul t s were submitted to TNRCC or EPA, p l ea s e i d e n t i f y the s a m p l i n g re su l t s documents
so the they can be retrieved and reviewed by EPA. If the re su l t s were not submitted to TNRCC
or EPA, p l ea s e provide them to EPA.

9. Is the Respondent or its c o n s u l t a n t ( s ) planning to p er f orm inves t igat ions of the ground water,
surface water, or soil on or about the S t a r Lake and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal? If so, provide the
f o l l o w i n g informat ion:
a. What the nature and scope of these inves t igat ions will be,
b. The contractors or other persons that will undertake these inves t igat ions ,
c. The purpose of the inve s t igat ions ,
d. The dates when such inves t igat ions will take p lace and be c o m p l e t e d , and
e. Where on the canals such inve s t igat ions will take place .
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10. If any of the documents s o l i c i t e d in this information request are no longer available, p l ea s e
indicate the reason why they are no longer available. If the records were de s troyed, provide us
with the f o l l o w i n g information:
a. The document retention p o l i c y between the time you owned/opera t ed the S t a r Lake

and/or J e f f e r s o n Canal;
b. A description of how the records were destroyed (burned, trashed, etc.) and the

approx imat e date of d e s t ruc t i on;
c. A d e s c r i p t i o n of the t y p e of in format ion that would have been contained in the

documents;
d. The name, job t i t l e , and most current addre s s known by you of the p e r s on(s) who would

have produced these documents, the p e r s o n ( s ) who would have been re spons ib l e for the
retention of these documents; the p er s on(s) who would have been re spons ib l e for the
des truct ion of these documents; and the p e r s on(s) who had and/or s t i l l may have the
originals or copies of these documents; and

e. The name and most current addres s of any p e r s o n ( s ) who may pos se s s documents
relevant to this inquiry.
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E N C L O S U R E B
P A R T I E S R E C E I V I N G I N F O R M A T I O N R E Q U E S T S

S T A R L A K E S U P E R F U N D S I T E
J E F F E R S O N C O U N T Y , T E X A S

A P R I L 23, 2001

American Cyanamid Company
F i v e Gira lda Farms
Madison , New J e r s e y 07940
Prentice Hal l Corpora t e S y s t e m s
Registered Agent for American Cyanamid Company
800 Brazos
Austin, TX 78701
Ameripo l S y n p o l Corporat ion
1215 Main Stree t
Port Neches , TX 77651-3038
Randy Beskow
Registered Agent f or Ameripo l S y n p o l Corpora t i on
1215 Main Stre e t
Port Neches , TX 77651-3038
The Uniroyal Goodrich T i r e Corporat ion
280 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10017-1216
C a p i t o l Commerce Reporter, Inc.
Registered Agent for The Uniroyal Goodrich T i r e Corporat ion
1301 S o u t h I n t e r s t a t e Highway 35, S u i t e 100
Austin, TX 78741
Calabrian Chemicals Corpora t i on ( C h e m a l l , I n c . )
5500 Highway 366
Port Neches , TX 77651-6300
Lance Fox
Registered Agent f or Calabrian Chemicals Corpora t i on ( C h e m a l l , Inc.)
470 Orleans Stree t
Beaumont, TX 77701



Huntsman Petrochemical C o r p o r a t i o n
6001 Highway 3 66
P o r t N e c h e s , T X 77651-6304
C. T. Corporat ion S y s t e m
Registered Agent for Huntsman Petrochemical Corpora t i on
350 N o r t h St. Paul Street
Dalla s , TX 75201
J e f f e r s o n County Drainage District Number 7
4401 9* Avenue
Port Arthur, TX 77640
Texaco , Inc.
1 1 1 1 Bagby Stree t
H o u s t o n , TX 77002
Prentice Hall Corporat ion S y s t e m , Inc.
Registered Agent for Texaco , Inc.
800 Brazos Stre e t
Aust in , TX 78701
Texaco Butadiene Company ( T e x a s - U . S . Chemical Company I n t e r n a t i o n a l )
P.O. Box 1404
Houston, T e x a s 77251
J . Frank Kinsel
Registered Agent f or T e x a c o Butadiene Company ( T e x a s - U . S . Chemical Company I n t e r n a t i o n a l )
1 1 1 1 Rusk Stree t
H o u s t o n , TX 77002
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